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“Call me Tanye : | es 
Even at 76 you can still hear thes street ¢ tough | in Taos 
Curtis’ voice. Tony grew up in the Bronx, in impover- | 
ished circumstances. But, as he says, “during the ae aN bo 
until | became maybe 14 or 15, | had my eye on the : 
Sparrow. | was gonna be in movies.’ So after a Shon 
career on a submarine during the war [* because cary | 
| Grant had made a picture called Destination Tokyo. : 
| where he played a submarine commander”} and time _ é 
_ ata New York acting school, Tony Curtis’ headed East. eos 
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| ony t ursts out laughing 

“So how does a young ote tough from the Bronx. - : “And that’s the truth.” He cies ee as soon as hismuch  . 

on oe repeated quote regarding kissing Marilyn nee up. “Did ee really 

become the biggest star in Hollywood? ee say kissing Marilyn was like kissing Bee a 
“How do you like that. It’s better thane 4 Hack in 1 the. be “Never said it. Never said a oo 


ass, huh? I’m so thrilled by it my friend and | wouldn't t | ‘Itmustannoyyoua bit” 

Ob annoys me terribly” he ‘says, = sounding hurt. 
even know how to explain it. It was like winning the whee it came from. At that period of time when we were make” 8 
lottery. | came out to Hollywood, | didn't have to ee the movie, Marilyn was somewhat obstreperous and a little difficult . 
anybody, kiss any... thing, and just ae In the movies.” . 
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to work with. Not for me, but she was late all the time and didn’ i 

show up some days and then when. she did show up she didn’t oo 

know her lines, they had to write them out on cards. So it was diffi.  ) 

cult working. But, listen, | finished that picture with her. When did i 

7 “say that, during the. making of the movie? How could L have Said / | 
: some like that to that gin It's bullshit! And it offended me but - 

LA know where It came from. ao a 
“We never took any stills when ther movie was over, tor Eton 
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‘Tell us some of your memories of making 

_ Some Like It Hot.” 

My memory is as acute as my ass” ee ehonte. : 
back, “That was a little joke. | remember everything,” 
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Fp ee | ages pictures that we did, they. used. a double for Marilyn, and that 
a TONY C a RUS. | NTE RY EW BY TI M vee. | made it it so difficult. ‘So they [the studio] got Peis off at her, And 
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woman Se was so,  ocgwecs me. fo, saying it but ‘SO slovenly. And 
hat 's what she. was near the end; this was our Marilyn.” 
_ Tony Curtis has gone through his own ups and downs since the 
success of Some Like It Hot. Unlike his co-star and friend, Jack: ~ 
_.Lemmon, who could still be seen.on the big screen when he died in» 
_ ume this: year, Tony turned his back on Hollywood in the late 80s. 
“You know | was having a lot of trouble,” he says, dropping his voice 
toa whisper, sounding genuinely emotional. “My marriages were 
falling apart, | lost a son to a heroin overdose. | really was going 
through a shabby and difficult time in my life. That's the way It was, 
you know, so | moved out.” 
Though always having pursued the arts beyond merely acting, i 
the last few years Tony has focussed solely on the fine arts. He's 
not interested in acting for its own sake. “I've got an extensive 
_ library. I’m drawing, | paint, | make assemblages, collages; I'ma 
painter, you know, I’m an artist in that sense. | just don’t want to 
end up in a movie doing it for money or, you know, I’m not gonna 
do bits in the movies and I’m not gonna play old men, doctors, 
eee interns. I'm not gonna do that, I’m just not gonna do it.” 
Then he ‘pauses, and when he starts talking he sounds like the 
_ young Bronx kid again. “But let me tell you something that’s just 
happened to me about a month and a half ago: they signed me to 
_ doa musical called Some Like It Hot. And I’m gonna play the Joe E. 
Brown part. Can you imagine? The eccentric millionaire! It’s gonna 
be a full-fledged musical. I’ve already started tap- dancing and 
some singing and we're gonna start rehearsals in January or 
_ February, ‘open in Houston, Texas. They're building a brand new 
_ theatre complex and we're gonna be the first play that plays in it.” 
“Thats great.” 
sat that great, pal.’ ‘he says. “Oh, I'm so happy. And we’ll tour 
the country, ltt do that for a year. And look at that, pal, | keep 
winning the ee 
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7 tne Way to was | that samebot seid somehody a asked Tony | 
‘what was it Uke ae oe : : 
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: “sree my Gage: 
alt Jey Pisses me off To this s day yt realty ¢ does, you know. | had 
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as in. my. old ee Riada, with ae green oe sewn torn ‘up 
leather upholstery. Her hair wasn’t quite blonde then, it was more 
reddish and she used to wear See- Enough blouses then; she used 
_ to stop traffic-thiswasin 49.” 
- “Did that make things easier between. you two when you worked 
i fegetee on Some Like It Hot?” 
oF “Well, yes, it was perfect because we d already | been together: She 
was, really, she was a little girl. As time went on | realized after we 
: met in those first days that when we ran into. each other again she 
Was going to. get even with every guy that made her drop down to her 
| knees. drop. on her knees, you know. And that’ S what she was. doing, 
you know, she was. getting even with all those guys that abused her 
and used her. But, my. friend, that’s the name of the business.” 
By all accounts the” ‘business” had. nearly destroyed Marilyn by 
a the time filming of Some Like It Hot was underway. For all the 
respect and fondness Tony expresses, he’s 's unable to avoid men- 
tioning the difficult situation Marilyn was in at the time. | 
| You know, she was the most famous Hollywood actress at that 
“time and she ce gy like | a Peg oy oe red a ay little house | a 
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oe of i it. a said 1 couldn't t t imagine anyone having an affair with a 
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